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Town of Danville
32-72.4 Criteria for Designation. The Town Council may designate any improvement or property
over fifty (50) years of age or, in special circumstances, under fifty (50) years, as a heritage
resource upon the written consent of the property owners if it meets any of the following criteria:
a. Is representative of a particular architectural style or reflects special elements of a distinct

historical period, type, style or way of life important to the Town;
b. Is a type of building or is associated with a business or use which was once common but is

now rare;
c. Is representative of the evolution or development or associated with the cultural, religious,

educational, political, social or economic growth of the community, County, State or Nation;
d. Represents the work of a master builder, engineer, designer, artist or architect whose

individual genius influenced his era;
e. Is the site of an historical event or is associated with persons or events that have made a

meaningful contribution to the Nation, State or community;
f. Has a high potential for yielding information or archaeological interest;
g. Embodies elements of outstanding or innovative attention to architectural or engineering

design, detail, craftsmanship or use of materials;
h. The unique location or singular physical characteristic represents an established and familiar

visual feature of the neighborhood, community or Town;
i. Is a geographically definable area, possessing a significant concentration or continuity of site,

improvements, natural features or objects unified by past events or physical development;
j. Is an unusual natural feature. (Ord. #89-8, §8-5804)

City of Davis
Section 40.23.060 Historical resource/district designation criteria.
Upon the recommendation of the historical resources management commission and approval of
the city council a structure, site, or other improvement may be designated a historical resource or
an outstanding historical resource and an area within the city may be designated a historic district
if it meets any of the following criteria:
a. It exemplifies or reflects valued elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political,

aesthetic, engineering, archaeological, or architectural history; or
b. It is identified with persons or events important in local, state, or national history; or
c. It reflects significant geographical patterns, including those associated with different eras of 

settlement and growth, particular transportation modes, or distinctive examples of park or
community planning; or

d. It embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style, type, period, or method of
construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or

e. It is representative of the notable work of a builder, designer, or architect whose style
influenced the city's architectural development. 

A structure, site, or other improvement which meets any of the above criteria at the highest level,
and whose loss would be a major loss to the city, may be designated an outstanding historical
resource.  (Ord. No. 1270, § 2 (part); Ord. No. 1784, § 1 (part).)

City of Fresno
13-406. Designation Criteria.
a. Historic Resources: Any building, structure, object or site may be designated as an Historic

Resource if it is found by the Commission and Council to meet the following criteria:
1. It has been in existence more than fifty years and it possesses integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and:
i. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad

patterns of our history; or
ii. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
iii. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction,

or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or
iv. It has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

2. It has been in existence less than fifty years, it meets the criteria of subdivision (1) of
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subsection (a) of this section and is of exceptional importance within the appropriate
historical context, local, state or national.

b. Local Historic Districts: Any finite group of resources (buildings, structures, objects or sites)
may be designated as a Local Historic District if it meets the definition set forth in Section 13-
402 (s) of this article, its designation is consented to by the majority of the property owners
within the Local Historic District, at least fifty percent of the resources within the proposed
Local Historic District are fifty years of age or older, and it is found by the Commission and
Council to meet one or more of the following criteria:
1. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political,

aesthetic, engineering, or architectural heritage, or
2. It is identified with a person or group that contributed significantly to the culture and

development of the city, or
3. It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction, or

is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or
4. Structures within the area exemplify a particular architectural style or way of life important

to the city, or
5. The area is related to a designated historic resource or district in such a way that its

preservation is essential to the integrity of the designated resource or Local Historic
District, or

6. The area has potential for yielding information of archaeological interest.
c. National Register Historic Districts: The nomination of any finite group of resources

(buildings, structures, objects or sites), including any Local Historic District, to the National
Register of Historic Places as a National Register Historic District may be recommended
under this article if it meets the definition set forth in Section 13-402 (u) of this article, meets
the criteria set forth in subsection (a) of this section, and if the nomination is supported by
more than fifty percent of the property owners within the proposed National Register Historic
District.

d. Heritage Properties: Any building, structure, object or site may be designated as a Heritage
Property if it is found by the Commission to be worthy of preservation because of its
historical, architectural or aesthetic merit.

e. Contributors to Historic Districts: Any building, structure, object or site may be designated as
Contributor to a Local Historic District or a proposed National Register Historic District if it
contributes to the significance of the specific Historic District under the criteria set forth above
in this section.

City of Glendale
15.20.050 Findings for designation of historic resources and historic districts.
Upon recommendation of the historic preservation commission, city council shall consider and
make findings for additions to the register of historic resources. The designation of any proposed
resource in the city as a historic resource or district shall be granted only if city council first finds
that the proposed historic resource or district contains one or more of the following elements:
A. The proposed resource or district identifies interest or value as part of the heritage of the city;
B. The proposed resource or district is the location of a significant historic event;
C. The proposed resource or district identifies with a person or persons or groups who

significantly contributed to the history and development of the city; or whose work has
influenced the heritage of the city, the state or the United States;

D. The proposed resource or district exemplifies one of the best remaining architectural type in a
neighborhood; or contains outstanding or exemplary elements of attention to architectural
design, detail, materials or craftsmanship of a particular historic period;

E. The proposed resource or district is in a unique location or contains a singular physical
characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood;

F. The proposed resource or district is a source, site or repository of archeological interest;
G. The proposed resource or district contains a natural setting that strongly contributes to the

well being of the people of the city. (Ord. 5110 § 12, 1996: prior code § 21-02)

Town of Los Gatos
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29.80.230. Designation by ordinance.
a. The Council may by ordinance designate:

1. One (1) or more individual structures or other features, or integrated groups of structures
and features on one (1) or more lots or sites, having a special character or special
historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value, as landmarks, and shall designate a
landmark site for each landmark; and

2. One (1) or more areas containing a number of structures having special character or
special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value, and constituting distinct
sections of the Town, as historic districts.

City of Pasadena
2.75.130 Criteria for designating landmarks.
In considering a proposal to recommend to the council the designation of any cultural resource in
the city as a landmark, the following criteria shall be applied:
A. Its character, interest or value as part of the heritage of the city;
B. Its location as a site of a significant historic event;
C. Its identification with a person or persons or groups who significantly contributed to the

culture and development of the city;
D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the city;
E. Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
F. Its identification as the work of a person or persons whose work has influenced the heritage

of the city, the state or the United States;
G. Its embodiment of elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials

or craftsmanship;
H. Its relationship to other landmarks if its preservation is essential to the integrity of the

landmark;
I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar

visual feature of a neighborhood;
J. Its potential of yielding information of archaeological interest;
K. Its integrity as a natural environment that strongly contributes to the well-being of the people

of the city. (Ord. 6820 § 45 (part), 2000; Ord. 6229 § 2 (part), 1987)
2.75.170 Criteria for designating a Pasadena historic treasure.
A. In considering a proposal to recommend to the council the designation of any cultural

resource in the city as a Pasadena historic treasure, the commission shall find that the
cultural resource meets one or more of the criteria set forth in this section and, additionally,
must be of regional, state or national significance. Significant interiors of structures may be
designated individually or in their relation to the structure as a whole. The criteria are as
follows:
1. Its location as the site of a historic event having major significance to the city, state or the

United States;
2. Its identification with a person or persons who have made a significant social, cultural or

scientific contribution to the city, state or the United States;
3. Its quality as one of the finest examples in the city of the work of an architect of major

importance;
4. Its identification as the work of a person or persons whose work has exerted a major

influence on the heritage of the city, the state or the United States;
5. Its exemplification of an extraordinary class of architectural design, detail, materials or

craftsmanship;
6. Its potential of yielding archaeological information of major importance;
7. Its integrity as a natural environment that has made a major contribution to the well-being

of the people of the city. (Ord. 6820 § 45 (part), 2000; Ord. 6610 § 2H, 1994; Ord. 6229 §
2 (part), 1987)

2.75.310 Designation of historic signs.
A. A sign may be designated historically significant by the cultural heritage commission if it was

installed prior to January 1, 1960, and meets one or more of the following criteria:
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1. The sign is exemplary of technology, craftsmanship or design of the period when it was
constructed, uses historic sign materials and means of illumination, and is not
significantly altered from its historic period. Historic sign materials shall include metal or
wood facings, or paint directly on the facade of a building. Historic means of illumination
shall include incandescent light fixtures or neon tubing on the exterior of the sign. If the
sign has been altered, it must be restorable to its historic function and appearance.

2. The sign is integrated into the architecture of the building. Such signs shall include but
not be limited to sign pylons on buildings in the Moderne style.

3. A sign not meeting criteria 1 or 2 above may be considered for inclusion in the inventory if
it demonstrates extraordinary aesthetic quality, creativity, or innovation, and findings to
that effect are made by the cultural heritage commission.

City of Redondo Beach
10-4.201. Designation criteria.
For the purposes of this chapter, an historic resource may be designated a landmark, and an
area may be designated an historic district pursuant to Article 3 of this chapter, if it meets one or
more of the following criteria:
a. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's cultural, social, economic, political,

aesthetic, engineering, or architectural history; or
b. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national history; or
c. It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction, or is

a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or
d. It is representative of the notable work of a builder, designer, or architect; or
e. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic(s) represents an established and

familiar visual feature or landmark of a neighborhood, community, or the City. (§ 2, Ord. 2554
c.s., eff. August 31, 1989)

City of San Jose
13.48.110 Procedure for designation of a landmark.
H. Prior to recommending approval or modified approval, the historic landmarks commission

shall find that said proposed landmark has special historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic,
or engineering interest or value of an historical nature, and that its designation as a landmark
conforms with the goals and policies of the general plan. In making such findings, the
commission may consider the following factors, among other relevant factors, with respect to
the proposed landmark:
1. Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national history,

heritage or culture;
2. Its location as a site of a significant historic event;
3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local,

regional, state or national culture and history;
4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the city of San

Jose;
5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by

a distinctive architectural style;
6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen;
7. Its identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has

influenced the development of the city of San Jose;
8. Its embodiment of elements of architectural or engineering design, detail, materials or

craftsmanship which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unique.

City of Santa Monica
Section 9.36.080 Structure of Merit criteria.
For the purposes of this Chapter, an improvement may be designated a Structure of Merit if the
Landmarks Commission determines that it merits official recognition because it has one of the
following characteristics:
a. The structure has been identified in the City's Historic Resources Inventory.
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b. The structure is a minimum of 50 years of age and meets one of the following criteria:
1. The structure is a unique or rare example of an architectural design, detail or historical

type.
2. The structure is representative of a style in the City that is no longer prevalent.
3. The structure contributes to a potential Historic District. (Prior code § 9606.1; added by

Ord. No. 1590CCS § 1, adopted 7/23/91)
9.36.100 Landmark or Historic District designation criteria.
a. For purposes of this Chapter, the Landmarks Commission may approve the landmark

designation of a structure, improvement, natural feature or an object if it finds that it meets
one or more of the following criteria:
1. It exemplifies, symbolizes, or manifests elements of the cultural, social, economic,

political or architectural history of the City.
2. It has aesthetic or artistic interest or value, or other noteworthy interest or value.
3. It is identified with historic personages or with important events in local, state or national

history.
4. It embodies distinguishing architectural characteristics valuable to a study of a period,

style, method of construction, or the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or is a
unique or rare example of an architectural design, detail or historical type valuable to
such a study.

5. It is a significant or a representative example of the work or product of a notable builder,
designer or architect.

6. It has a unique location, a singular physical characteristic, or is an established and
familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City.

b. For the purposes of this Chapter, a geographic area or a noncontiguous grouping of
thematically related properties may be designated a Historic District if the City Council finds
that such area meets one of the following criteria:
1. Any of the criteria identified in Section 9.36.100(a)(1) through (6).
2. It is a noncontiguous grouping of thematically related properties or a definable area

possessing a concentration of historic, scenic or thematic sites, which contribute to each
other and are unified aesthetically by plan, physical development or architectural quality.

3. It reflects significant geographical patterns, including those associated with different eras
of settlement and growth, particular transportation modes, or distinctive examples of park
or community planning.

4. It has a unique location, a singular physical characteristic, or is an established and
familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City. (Prior code § 9607;
added by Ord. No. 1028CCS, adopted 3/24/76; amended by Ord. No. 1590CCS § 1,
adopted 7/23/91)


